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abstract: The main objective of this paper is to  present Polish street children’s 
situation in connection to their rights. It is based on a PhD project that ran from 
2009 to 2012. The phenomenon of street children is increasing worldwide, necessitat-
ing new ways of working with and supporting these children. Increasingly, not only 
material help but also emotional support for children`s choices being put forward. 
Therefore it is very important to spread knowledge about street children`s life. Re-
search results described in this paper could help educators work with street children. 
Their life is presented within the legal framework concerning the rights of children. 
This kind of look clarifies not only street children`s situation, but also possible ways 
to help them. 
The empirical material is based on a documentary method, which includes partici-
pant observation, group discussion and photo-reports which give to street children 
the possibility to  document their lives. It brings researchers and educators close 
to children and help to meet their choices and lives.
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introduction

Street children across the world face difficult situations. We- adults give them 
care, social assistance, help and support. We aim to respond to their physical needs. 
However, despite all attempts to help, they escape to the street. This article discusses 
the type of help and support street children articulate that they need: freedom to ex-
press their own views about their lives. Knowledge of their way of living helps us, so-
cial workers, parents, educators2 and researchers, better understand these children’s 
world, respect their choices and give them the support that they expect.

In this article, we base the discussion on the research we conducted with street 
children in Poland in 2009. At the beginning of the project, we fully believed that we 
knew what they needed and could change their reality. Those opinions all changed 
during contact with these children. Their presence in our lives influenced us, de-
veloped our understanding of children’s life, and relocated us to their world, which 
adults do not always accept.

We have tried to  confront “our new view” of a  street child (which we learned 
from children) with the view presented in the pedagogical literature. Very often, our 
reading of the literature led us to a perspective of a street child who was in need of 
adults’ protection. Street children in Poland are very often presented as underpriv-
ileged, abandoned, miserable, immature people who do not know what is best for 
them (Olszewska-Baka, 2000; Bielecka, 2005; Kurzeja, 2008, and others). A  simi-
lar view was spread in international literature that discussed the situations of Asian, 
South American and African children (Mickelson & Roslyn, 2000; Stephenson, 2001; 
Hurtubise, Roy, & Bellot, 2003; Altanis & Goddard, 2003, and others). Only recently 
have researchers such as Omre and Seipel (2007), Butler (2009), Zdanowicz- Kucha-
rczyk (2012), and Aptekar and Stoecklin (2014) begun putting forward a  different 
perspective on street children. This new perspective emphasizes the active role they 
take in constructing their lives; it demonstrates that they are confident and exhibit 
a  sense of responsibility for their choices. These children are not only victims or 
objects of pity, but also social actors trying to surmount their difficulties by creating 
a world that helps them survive (Aptekar & Stoecklin, 2014). In this article, we join 
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the latest effort to break the victimhood perspective in research on street children by 
demonstrating their life styles.

children’s rights in poland

In every country, the state and society are obliged to do everything in the best 
interest of a child, and all guidelines are contained in the law. In Poland, The Con-
stitution of the Republic of Poland (1997), the Act on Family Support and Foster Care 
(2011), the Act on the Education System (1991) and the Act on Taking Care of Children 
Below 3 Years Old (2011) are the main legally binding acts related to children’s rights. 
These laws refer to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and give children: 

»» the rights to life and development; 
»» care from their biological parents; 
»» free expression of their own views in all matters affecting them; 
»» freedom of expression, thought, conscience and religion; 
»» protection from all forms of physical and mental violence, injury, abuse, ne-

glect or negligent treatment, and maltreatment, or exploitation, including 
sexual abuse, cruelty, exploitation, and demoralization (Stuart, 1991; Kantow-
icz, 1996; Freeman, 1998; Lundy, 2007; Alderson, 2008).

UNICEF presents research on respecting children’s rights in Poland. The main 
problems children face in Poland are poverty, malnutrition, discrimination, sexual 
exploitation, and lack of freedom of expression and opinion. Children’s opinion are 
routinely ignored. Poles are very attached to  traditional ideas that advocate abso-
lute parental authority and pay no attention to children’s ideas. Consequently, chil-
dren are rarely heard, even if they are the main subjects of a discussion. Laws and 
programs concerning children do not take their opinions into account and are thus 
poorly adapted to their needs (Fau, 2011).

Street children in Poland face all these difficulties. However, they try to feel free; 
that is why they choose the street as their living space. There they have right to ex-
press their opinions about anything they wish, and it is that right which they care for, 
not the right to shelter and the right to learn. 

street children in poland

At the beginning, we would like to characterize the people we invited into our 
research project because the understanding of a Polish street child is not clear in ped-
agogical literature (Głowacka, 2003). The Convention on the Rights of the Child helps 
us understand the definition of a child. According to Article 1 of that document and 
Polish law (Act on Ombudsman for Children, Article 2), children are every human 
being below the age of 18 years old. The Council of Europe uses the same age to define 
a child. It explains: 
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Street children are children under 18 who, for shorter or longer periods, live 
in a street milieu. They are children who live wandering from place to place 
and who have their peer groups and contacts in the street. Officially these 
children may have as their address their parents’ homes or an institution of 
social welfare. Most significantly they have very few or no contacts with those 
adults, parents, school, child welfare institutions, social services, with a duty 
towards them. (Głowacka, 2003)

In Poland, street children wander from place to place with their friends. They 
have an official address, predominantly, their parents’ hoome or an institution where 
they should be living. Despite having an official residence, they prefer to spend time 
on the street.

A majority of street children in Poland have adults who should care for and pro-
tect them. Unfortunately, they are sometimes neglected and even abused by their 
parents. Other children should be living in child-care institutions but prefer to spend 
time on the street. It gives them freedom. There are no adult rules there. Of course, 
they return to the institution from time to time, but it is not a place where they live 
permanently. In Poland, these children are more like children on the street than chil-
dren of the street3. We would like to focus on their situation4.

It is worth emphasizing that children on the street in Poland include both children 
who live in child-care homes and street children. It is a paradox that they should not 
be homeless but feel as if they are. Child-care institutions secure children’s basic bio-
logical needs, protection and educational rights, but not love, belonging, recognition 
or self-realization. Educators who protect these children try to take the place of their 
homes, but is it possible? Unfortunately, it is not. It is very difficult to live and grow 
up in an institution. The children feel as though they are homeless (Nowak-Dziemi-
anowicz, 2006). That is why children from child-care institutions look for their sense 
of life on the street. They try to find themselves between empty, ruined buildings, in 
abandoned places or in the old-fashioned railway stations. They try to compensate 
for lack of love and respect from their fellow street children. Of course, there is no 
warm shelter, food or comfortable place to sleep on the street, but they can find free-
dom and the possibility of being themselves.

One of us (Kamila Zdanowicz-Kucharczyk) was a volunteer in a child-care in-
stitution and noticed that children who lived there escaped to the street very often. 
When they had free time, which they were supposed to spend in their family homes, 
they went on the street to their friends, to their favorite places. There they had space 
that assured them of the right to privacy, which is not protected in institutions. The 
street was their bridge between the family home, where their basic needs were pro-
tected from time to time, and the institution, where they had to respect all adult rules. 
In these two spheres there was no place for their self-determination. That is why they 
felt homeless and why they became children on the street (UNICEF, 1989).
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It could be a very interesting and urgent research problem to try to understand 
which rights are the most important for children on the street, given that they escape 
to the street, because the institution could not give them. 

the documentary method as a way to communicate with street 
children

C. Hardman (1973) suggested giving children a voice in social sciences. She rec-
ommended regarding children as people to be studied in their own right and not just 
as receptacles of adult teaching. A. Prout and A. James developed this idea in the new 
paradigm of childhood. It is important to consider children as social actors and view 
their activity as a  source of social change, to  grasp childhood as constructed and 
reconstructed by and for children (James & Prout, 2003). Floowing this paradigm, 
our intention was to examine the street children’s situation with these children and 
consider a sense of their rights.

Research with children can be problematic from an ethical perspective. There 
are four ways of seeing children and childhood in research: the child as the object, 
the subject or a social actor (Christensen & James, 2000), and a nascent approach 
that sees children as participants and co-researchers (Alderson, 2000; Woodhead 
& Faulkner, 2000). In our research, we consider these last two options. We perceive 
children as social actors with their own experiences and understandings. They act, 
participate, change and are changed by their social and cultural surroundings. Con-
sidering how socially active they are, we also include children in the research process. 
Following the Convention, we think children should be involved, informed, consult-
ed and heard in the research process. According to Christensen and Prout (2002), 

“the understanding of children as social actors and participants is best founded on an 
a priori assumption of what we term ‘ethical symmetry’ between adults and children” 
(p. 482). In this research project, we pay attention to children’s social actions, their 
use of language, and the meanings they attribute to words and actions. We have tried 
to be reflective researchers striving to create conditions that enable children to exert 
their sense of agency and to share their life (Punch, 2002). In additional, such an 
approach gives children an opportunity to have fun.

The best methods for research with street children include projective techniques 
such as open-ended sentence completions, human drawings, mental maps and pho-
tographic diaries (Young & Barrett, 2001; Aptekar & Stoecklin, 2014). In our project, 
we used a non-invasive, non-confrontational and participatory method that encour-
aged children to be active participants in helping us to do research – the visual meth-
od- documentary method. This method connects photos and group discussion. We 
also used observations and performance-related information, which, as Aptekar and 
Stoecklin (2014) note, are very useful in creating a non-invasive research environ-
ment for children participating in research projects.

The documentary method we applied was developed by R. Bohnsack, who was 
inspired by methodologies in art history (Imdahl, 1996) and adapted some of the 
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techniques to social science research by using images, photo reports. The reconstruc-
tion of the formal structure of pictures becomes of a central importance in analysis. 
The communication about pictures is seen in this method as understanding through 
pictures (Bohnsack, 2004).It is very difficult to communicate with children, not be-
cause they do not want to tell us about their world, but because we have different 
ways of expressing ourselves. We understand (or sometimes do not understand) their 
choices, plans and dreams from our adult perspective, which is often different from 
how children shape their lives. We adult researchers are no longer children; therefore, 
we need a  translation into children’s language to be able to understand them. Pic-
tures and photographs are very helpful here. Children can not only tell us about their 
spaces but also show us. This way of communicating enables researchers both to see 
children’s world and to understand how it is constructed.

The documentary method gives researchers different ways to communicate with 
subjects. Another way is group discussion. The group format is intended to discuss 
a given subject in a relatively “free” and “natural” way. Participants have a chance 
to  share their perspectives, and the researcher discusses the topic in conversation, 
not in an interview (Bohnsack, 2004).

Consequently, using the documentary method (Bohnsack, 2004) – photo reports, 
and group discussions – we conducted a research project titled “My City.” We invited 
two groups of children, ages 13 to 18, to show us their life on the street. Participating 
children had known one of us as a volunteer and were eager to let her in into their 
world. All the children who took part in the project did so because they wanted to. 
Walking with them through the one of cities in the north- east of Poland, talking and 
taking photos of their places helped us to know about their lives and made it possible 
to understand their choices. Children made photo reports composed of photographs 
and accompanying titles. We asked them to show us where they liked to be and what 
they liked to do. We allowed them to take the initiative. While they were creating 
their posters and deciding how to place the pictures, we had a group discussion of the 
photos and their lives on the street. They all commented on the photos and titles. We 
could ask them questions and confront them with our interpretations of their reports. 
This allowed us to understand their way of living. All these research activities helped 
us treat children as co-researchers.

Our aim was to  capture street children`s lives and photographs, letting them 
to  express themselves. Nowadays, children grow up surrounded by technology, 
which transforms their way of playing and learning (Prensky, 2001). Therefore, tak-
ing pictures is a very good way of communicating with street children, especially 
those who do not trust adults. It gives them a chance to express themselves in ways 
other than verbal. The camera helped them show us their familiar environments 
through children’s eyes (Benjamin, 1963, 1991). They could express their relations 
to places such as the street.

The documentary method gave us access to pictures of the children’s conduct and 
interests. This research method empowered the children: they could decide which 
pictures they wish to take, which put on the poster and what to write below them. 
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What is more, selecting motifs to photographs is a creative process that evokes chil-
dren`s thoughts and reflections (Cele, 2006). In the process of analysis, we focused 
on both the photographs and the children`s comments. 

results

Special care for children on the street

Appealing to the Declaration of the Rights of the Child, which says “the child, by 
reason of her/his physical and mental immaturity, needs special safeguards and care,” 
the United Nations has proclaimed that children are entitled to special care and assis-
tance (Convention, Article 1, the beginning of Act on Family…). It is obvious to adults 
who want to protect children from cruelty. Unfortunately, children can meet with 
neglect, abuse, violence. We, as their protectors, try to save them from abusive adults.

Although adults take care of children, sometimes they disappoint them. Children 
must protect themselves. Children on the street in Poland learn how not to be hurt by 
adults. Most of those who took part in our research come from families with alcohol 
problems. They face violence in their homes. They escape to the street because it is 
safer for them than their parents’ home. These children know how to protect them-
selves, how to defend themselves from violence and how to  support their friends 
on the street. So do they need our protection?

During the research project, we noticed two faces of children. Z. Bauman (2000) 
says that in post-modern society, people wear different masks depending on their 
situation, environment and where they are at a given moment. Children on the street 
from our research project sometimes behave as poor, weak children who need con-
stant protection from adults. They wear this mask mostly in the child-care institution. 
They know it gives them advantages: good position in the institution, care, love and 
understanding from guardians. They use various diminutives to refer to themselves, 
such as Maniuś, Gosiaczek, Olcia5.

The masks look different on  the street. Boys pose as tough, independent, clev-
er and knowing how to react to and survive difficult situations like grown-up men. 
According to their own words during the group discussion and also in captions of 
photographs, they talk about themselves as Cossacks and Buffs6, which we interpret 
as an expression of the macho type. To illustrate this, we would like to describe one 
photo children took on the street. The boy who in a hooded sweatshirt is doing graffi-
ti on the garage. He is standing in the center of the picture; he is the focus. This young 
teenager is looking out from the picture straight into our eyes. In his eyes, we observe 
anger. His spread shoulders give the impression that the boy is much bigger than he 
actually is. And he is only 13 (Picture 1).
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Picture 1

The boy is presenting himself as an independent, very strong person, not scared 
of anybody or anything. We can read his position as “do not come near me if you 
want to stay safe and alive.” The hood covers his face, which shows he is trying to stay 
anonymous. That pose is relevant in the situation when a child on the street wants 
to hide from adults. This boy is presenting himself in his close environment. Life 
on the street is dangerous and very difficult. All children who grow up on the street 
must be strong and independent, or at least give the impression that they are.

In child-care institutions, girls are sweet, polite children who depend on adults. 
Boys describe them as Olcia7, (Marta) in the sunrise8. They behave otherwise on the 
street. In our research project, we call them little women. They display their feminin-
ity. They wear short skirts. They pose as models (Picture 2). When educators do not 
see and hear, boys call them Slut of a brothel, Drunk in the bar9. 
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Picture 2

Girls on the street’s sexuality gives them an independent, high position in the hi-
erarchy of street children. Unfortunately, it also gives them adulthood, which could 
be dangerous for them, according to their protectors.

We started this part of this article with a question: Do street children need special 
care, as proclaimed by Polish law? It is very difficult to answer. Our first thought is 

“Yes, of course, we must protect them.” However, during our research with children 
on the street in Poland, we learned that sometimes they know better than we do what 
they need. Furthermore, these children recognize which mask to wear to obtain what 
they want from us. If they need care and love, they are sweet boys and girls. If they 
are on the street – their territory –they show strength and sometimes cruelty toward 
adults. 

Children on the street in Poland need our help and special care. We should protect 
them, but only if they want us to. They showed us that they know how to protect 
themselves and their friends on  the street. We should respect their individualism, 
independence and choices. All our help for them should be in the best interest of 
the child (Convention, Article 3) and respect their opinion. The right to care should 
protect people who need it, but it should not constrain them (Lewin, 1990). As chil-
dren show in our research, they have a better grasp of what they need. If we do not 
respect this, they will wear a mask that enables them to obtain what they want from 
us. Therefore, while children on the street need our special care, we should ask them 
what kind of help they need.
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Children on the street’s right to share their own views on their life

The Convention proclaims that children should grow up in a family environment, 
in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding. Adults, as their protectors, 
want to provide this for them. They have right to self-determination, self-upbring-
ing and choice of living environment (Farson, 1992). In the photos, children present 
empty, ruined buildings, roofs of abandoned garages, water pipes through the parks 
and forests that are full of rubbish. We could not even imagine that children feel safe 
and calm there, but they escape to these places from their family homes and child-
care institutions. Therefore, according these pictures, these are places where children 
on the street want to live. 

As presented in the photos, children often talk about freedom, which they have 
on the street but not in their family homes or institutions. They create life on the 
street themselves, lay down their own rules and develop the area on the street as they 
want to. Adults do not always approve.

As an illustration, we want to present one of the children on the street’s favorite 
activities: graffiti (see photo 1). Children who took part in our research project took 
many photos of graffiti. To them it is street art (Śliwerski, 2007), a way of coloring10 
their gray reality and a way to rebel against the monotony of life. They mark their 
presence on the street, their places and, most important, their voice and will. It is 
children on the street’s way of communicating with us. If we want to listen to them, we 
should treat graffiti not as vandalism, but as street children’s language. Consequent-
ly, to provide children with an atmosphere of understanding, we as their partners 
on the street should not paint graffiti, but rather read their message and respect this 
way of communicating. And it shows that they are strong: Buffs, Kings of the roof 11, 
unafraid of difficult challenges. 

Another street activity that gives children on the street an atmosphere of realiza-
tion, happiness and tolerance for their ideas is parkour. It is street sport that involves 
moving as fast as possible from place to  place while getting around all obstacles 
buildings, roofs and garages. Parkour requires skill, good conditioning, strength and 
cleverness. In the photos children demonstrate these abilities, which are also needed 
to survive on the street. Parkour is a metaphor for life, which lays down different 
barriers on our road and we jump over them (Parkour the art of movement, 2014). In 
this sport, the winner is the strongest, cleverest person on the street.
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Picture 3

These activities, which children on the street presented during the research project, 
show it is not easy to understand and tolerate all their choices. 

Nevertheless, if we do not allow them to be themselves on the street, they will 
do what they want (graffiti and parkour). However, the consequence of nonaccep-
tance is worse because they will do these activities in secret places after escaping from 
the adult world. 

Children on the street’s right to believe in the future

The Convention (Article1) and the Act on Family (Article 4) state that children 
should be brought up in the spirit of peace, dignity, equality and solidarity. As we 
presented earlier, sometimes there is conflict between children’s and adults’ views 
on children’s life. Children are vulnerable to power struggles with their educators. 
They are brought up in an adult-centred society. Their lives are regularly controlled 
and limited by adults (Punch, 2002; Alderson & Goodey, 1996). The power relation-
ship arises when we consider the situation of children on the street. To adults, growing 
up on the street is unimaginable; therefore, the rule of equality and solidarity is often 
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omitted in their situation. Adults explain that something is in the best interest of the 
child, but unfortunately it is sometimes against children’s will. 

The children on the street who participated in our research project were very will-
ing to show us their life on the street. Moreover, they were surprised by our attitudes. 
We wanted to know their world, so we gave them freedom on the street, which they 
do not have in the institution. This situation helped us to come closer to children. We 
wanted to listen to children about their lives, not tell them what we think they are. 
Consequently, we did not try to calm the children or stop them from doing parkour, 
smoking and other street activities. We had to choose between being good research-
ers and being good educators. Children liked it very much. We heard: You are a great 
teacher who does not tell us what to do12. When we went with them on the street, we 
took responsibility for them, but not power over them. We can saw that children took 
initiative on the street. They were tour guides for us tourists (Bauman, 1996) through 
the children’s world. Surprisingly, the children behaved very responsibly. They want-
ed to show us their life; furthermore, they even wanted to praise themselves to prove 
to us that they could take responsibility better than we could. During this research 
project, we noticed that when we adults gave children trust and freedom, they could 
organize their lives better than we could. They know better what they need than 
we do.

The Convention (Article 12) and the Act on Family (Article 4) emphasize that chil-
dren should have the right to express their own views in all matters affecting their 
lives. They should also have the opportunity to be heard in any judicial and adminis-
trative proceedings affecting them.

Children on  the street proved in this study that it is worthwhile to  give them 
a voice and to trust them. In the photos, they show that they can reach the sky if they 
want to. They took many pictures when they were standing on roofs and their arms 
were stretched in the victory gesture (Picture 4). They called themselves The two cra-
zy boys on the roof13, but they were not afraid to take risks and change their behavior 
and life. These photos were taken from below. The children’s power is striking. You 
can see that they can do anything if only given a chance. It surprised us researchers 
that they gave us hope and faith, not the other way around.
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Picture 4

Picture 5
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However, sometimes they do  not believe in a  better future. For example, they 
captioned Picture 5 In 20 years14. We asked them:

Interviewer: What in 20 years,prison? 
Child – YES. 
They feel strong and confident that they can change their lives, but they do not 

find the conditions to do it. Children on the street show us that they can do everything, 
even reach the sky. If they had some trust and respect from adults, it would be much 
easier for them to do so. The most important and, simultaneously, the most difficult 
aspect of working with children is trusting and supporting them. 

discussion

This paper shows children on the street living and growing up on the street. This 
view is composed of children`s rights presented in Polish law. As researchers, we 
try to  consider children’s choices and fully respect them to  give educators advice 
on how to work with and help them. The documentary method allowed us to invite 
children to tour the street. In this research project, children became guides to their 
lives on the street. 

Children on the street in Poland make choices that adults do not understand. They 
have a safe place to live in child-care institutions, but they feel homeless because of 
the atmosphere and the disrespect they feel there. They prefer spending time on the 
street to having a warm bed and hot meal in the institution. They choose freedom. 
However, they do not feel like victims. More often, they feel like winners. They know 
how to survive on the street, where to go, and where to have fun and meet friends 

– children like them. They know their rights, although they understand them differ-
ently than their educators do. So we do not have to understand their choices, but 
respect them.

Children on the street communicate with us by painting graffiti on the walls. Rath-
er than tell them to stop painting, we should read it. It is their way of communicating, 
and we should respect it. If they want to color their world, why we do not let them 
do it? We want to talk with street children, but in our way. That is why they escape 
from adults’ rules, which brings them dullness and the duty of silence.

Another aspect is the adults’ prohibition of parkour. Children enjoy this street 
sport, which helps develop their abilities, fitness and dexterity. It is their way to cre-
ate a hierarchy in the street group. The solution should not be to prohibit parkour, but 
to create safe places for children to do these activities. As their protectors we forbid 
it, but we do not give them anything to replace it.

In conclusion, we are responsible for the future of children on the street, and we 
do not believe that these children can change their lives unaided. Children on  the 
street observe adults and learn how to create themselves by watching us. We should 
respect not only their choices, but also them as partners (Korczak, 2002), and give 
them belief and self-confidence. We can learn from them that everything is possible 

– that they can even reach the sky. Polish law gives children a chance to express their 
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opinions, but the problem is that we do not listen to children on the street. To them 
the most important thing is respect and understanding as equals. They know better 
what is best for them. We, as their partners in life, should not only protect their rights 
contained in the Constitution, the Convention and other Polish acts, but also give 
them power over their lives.
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prawa dzieci ulicy w polsce

abstrakt: W artykule zaprezentowana jest sytuacja polskich dzieci ulicy oraz ich 
prawa. Opiera się na badaniach naukowych przeprowadzonych w ramach pracy dok-
torskiej, które trwały w latach 2009–2012. Pomimo odległej daty projektu badawczego, 
zjawisko dzieci ulicy jest nadal aktualne, co więcej skala tego problemu społecznego 
narasta. Dlatego tak ważne jest poznanie sytuacji dzieci ulicy oraz wypracowywanie 
metod pomocy materialnej dla nich oraz udzielanie im wsparcia emocjonalnego.
Sytuacja dzieci ulicy jest zaprezentowana w  tym artykule w  odniesieniu do  praw 
dzieci. Takie ukazanie tego zjawiska może pomóc pedagogom, pracownikom socjal-
nym i nauczycielom pracować z dziećmi ulicy. Wskazuje drogę towarzyszenia im.
Materiał badawczy został opracowany w oparciu o metodę dokumentarną, która za-
wiera w sobie obserwację uczestniczącą, dyskusję grupową oraz reportaże zdjęciowe. 
Takie zestawienie metod pozwoliło badaczkom pozwolić dzieciom udokumentować 
ich życie, zbliżyć się do nich i spróbować zrozumieć ich wybory.

słowa kluczowe: dzieci ulicy, prawa dzieci, badania z dziećmi, metoda dokumen-
tarna, Polska.

Kamila Zdanowicz-Kucharczyk, Izabela Seredocha
Street Children’s Rights in Poland



298
Forum Oświatowe 28(2)
Sekcja tematyczna

1.	 Corresponding author: Kamila Zdanowicz-Kucharczyk, Department of Administration and So-
cial Sciences, Elbląg University of Humanities and Economy, ul. Lotnicza 2 82-300 Elbląg, Poland, 
kamzdan@wp.pl.

2.	 Educator/child-care institution’ worker who takes care of children (Rupsiene, 2004).

3.	 According to UNICEF (1989), we can differentiate two categories of street children: children on  the 
streets (the ones who return to  the family home at night) and children of the streets (those who live 
on the street permanently and/or have limited access to housing and spend most of their time on street).

4.	 In the research project we focused on the children on the street.

5.	 Captions, girls’ names.

6.	 Captions.

7.	 Girl`s name.

8.	 Captions below the photos. We have added a girl’s name to better understand the context.

9.	 Captions.

10.	One child’s statement during the group discussion.

11.	Captions.

12.	A child’s statement.

13.	Captions. 

14.	Captions.


